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Sociology, economics and business professors step down
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Technology,
research hallmarks
of Cover's tenure

Financial concerns?
Cunningham's
the man to call

The story goes that Dan Cover
was born with a calculator in
one hand and a Palm Pilot in
the other. I am reasonably sure
that this story is not true.
For one thing, Palm Pilots
had not been invented when
Dan was born, and calculators
at the time took the forn1 of beads on wire. So although his former
students may not believe it, Dan was not born a statistician and
computer advocate.
His life's journey actually began in sunny California where,
by his own admission, he was first attracted to the beach, fast cars
and tennis. At a young age, however, he realized that these pursuits
were unlikely to lead to any kind of paying career.
So he started down an educational path that eventually led him
to a Ph.D. in sociology from the University of Cincinnati. After
spending a few years at the University of Wisconsin at Whitewater
honing his teaching skills, he began a 3 1 -year career at Furman 
a career that ended this spring with his retirement.
At Furman, Dan's teaching interests increasingly focused on
social research. While some may consider statistics courses to be
dry and intimidating, Dan has always appreciated their practical
importance and logical nature. As he practiced the art of Chi
Square, many a student became enlightened.
He also implemented the senior research seminar, which
required student-designed research projects that took a year to
complete. Through Dan's guidance, the quality of these projects
was often recognized beyond Furn1an. In fact, "Cover's Posse,"
as the students sometimes called themselves, frequently captured
awards at regional and national conferences. Some of the students
published their work in refereed journals and went on to use these
projects as templates for their master's thesis.
Dan's interests include not only research but the application
of computer technology to teaching. He has made frequent
presentations at professional meetings, and his innovative text,
Sociological Investigations, was the first to use computer technology
to conduct social experiments in the classroom. The book received
the American Sociological Association 's 1 996 award for "most
outstanding contribution to computing in sociology instruction."
He also authored the second edition of the ASA's monograph
Software and Society ( 1 998). In addition to serving as chair of the
Furman sociology department for a decade, he is a past president
of both the South Carolina Sociological Association and the National
Council of State Sociological Associations.
In anticipation of retirement, Dan and his wife, Elta, have
purchased some "wheel estate" which they plan to use to research
North America. They are not certain what the future holds, but
Dan says they would like to travel in the "fiver" (a Hitchhiker fifth
wheel) and become "Roads Scholars." We in the sociology
department eagerly await his Kuraultian reports from the road.

When I interviewed at Fum1an
for a teaching position in 1 983,
I was most interested in
meeting Dixon Cunningham,
the senior finance professor in
the Department of Economics
and Business Administration.
But because Dixon was in
England on sabbatical, it would be a year before we met.
Last fall, when I became the senior finance professor at Funnan,
Dixon was in England, teaching in the study abroad program one
last time before he retired at the end of the term. In between those
trips, I came to appreciate Dixon's contributions to the department,
his students, his family and his community.
Dixon, who earned his undergraduate degree from Erskine
College, went on to the University of South Carolina for his M.B.A.
and then to the University of Virginia for the Doctor of Business
Administration. He also taught at Presbyterian College and served
a year as a research associate at the Federal Reserve Bank of
Richmond, Ya. He taught at Georgia State University for six years
before joining the Furman faculty in 1 976.
One of my first memories as a new faculty member is driving
to the Cunninghams' house for a departmental baby shower that
Dixon and Dody were hosting. This was one of many gatherings
held by the department over the years to welcome new babies,
new faculty or new spouses into the EBA family. Dixon and Dody
were always supportive of new arrivals of any age, and Dixon was
always available for students and faculty who had a serious question
about academic or personal financial matters.
Long before engaged learning was coined as a theme for
Furman, Dixon persuaded the administration and trustees to set
aside $ 1 00,000 of endowment money to be managed by a student
run Investment Club. The Investment Club serves as a laboratory
for students, and during Dixon's term as the advisor its assets grew
to more than $350,000. The club's approach, like Dixon, has been
fairly conservative, and recent events have shown students the
wisdom of the large cash position the fund built in the years just
before Dixon's retirement. In short, students discovered that "old
school" is not always "old hat."
And then there's Dixon 's love for gardens. He is known for
producing bountiful crops of vegetables each summer on Furman's
community garden plots located outside the back gate.
In retirement, Dixon and Dody are leaving their home near
the campus for a place in downtown Greenville, near Cleveland
Park. This will put them closer to their activities at First Presbyterian
Church - and coincidentally, closer to a couple of their grand
chilqren. Dixon, a certified financial planner, will continue to
serve as a financial advisor and personal portfolio manager.
Students, new faculty, vegetables, portfolios, church, children,
grandchildren - a good way to sum up Dixon's approach to life
is that he likes to help· things grow.
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